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Celon Pharma S.A.’s TransformRNA project received co-financing in the competition organized by the Medical Research Agency
The aim of the competition was to support the development of drug technologies based on nucleic acids (RNA and DNA). As one of the most promising trends in modern biotechnology, they may play a crucial role in ensuring national epidemiological safety and preventing infectious diseases. At the same time, they address the current needs of the health care system related to the combating the SARS-CoV-2 virus.
TransformRNA is a project that aims to use mRNA technology to develop and produce vaccines and therapeutics that respond to the challenges faced by modern medicine, i.e. prevention of SARS-CoV-2, alpha-1 antitrypsin deficiency (AATD) in the field of lung diseases and cancers for which no effective therapeutic options are available. Genetic alpha-1 antitrypsin deficiency (AATD) can result in irreversible destruction of lung tissue and subsequent development of COPD. The project also focuses on the application of the mRNA technology in specific oncological purposes characteristic for selected cancers, i.e. pancreatic cancer, ovarian cancer, breast cancer or prostate cancer, not only in the conventional therapeutic approach, but also in the development of anti-cancer vaccines. 
The project will last 72 months and its aim is to evaluate at least three drug candidates, including one mRNA vaccine against SARS-CoV-2, in Phase I and II clinical trials.
Jerzy Pieczykolan, PhD, Head of the Preclinical Research Department in Celon Pharma S.A: We have developed the concept of a unique mRNA technology platform to design therapies for three therapeutic indications. Our concept is safe, easy to modify and contains direct information about the structure as well as the activity of the target proteins. The project also includes a manufacturing component, making it possible to adapt quickly in the fight against rapidly changing viruses and cancers. 
Maciej Wieczorek, PhD, President of the Board of Celon Pharma S.A.: We are extremely satisfied with the co-funding we have received. We strongly believe that this project and similar initiatives will contribute to strengthening the competitive advantage of the Polish biotechnology industry worldwide. Celon Pharma has the necessary team and infrastructure allowing us to develop mRNA technologies intended to fight viruses. More than 30 scientists and 15 experts specializing in, among others, regulations and production, will work together as part of the scientific team in the project. 
A meeting with the participation of Key Opinion Leaders: Prof. Tomasz Dzieciątkowski, virologist, and Prof. Joanna Chorostowska-Wynimko, pulmonologist, head of the Division of Genetics and Clinical Immunology at the Institute of Tuberculosis and Lung Diseases in Warsaw, where the most important substantive issues related to the TransformRNA project will be discussed is scheduled for November 30, 2021, at 10:00 am. A link to the meeting will be available on the Company's website.
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